
What is Routine Testing? 

Routine testing is testing at regular intervals to 
monitor for positive cases of COVID-19. Routine 
testing of essential school sta� will begin once 
schools have reopened for in-class instruction. 
Routine testing is a monitoring and protection 
tool and is di�erent from testing that may take 
place if a sta� member or student displays 
COVID-19 symptoms and/or is exposed to a 
positive COVID-19 individual.

Why is it important for the reopening 
of schools?

Routine testing provides an important measure 
of security against transmission of COVID-19 
by identifying potentially asymptomatic 
individuals. Asymptomatic individuals who test 
positive will be informed of their status and 
quarantined to avoid widespread exposure.

What does the county require in terms 
of testing?

Monthly testing is strongly recommended 
for employees in the education sector who 
have frequent interactions with students or 
the public. 

Testing is also encouraged but not required for 
employees who will be returning to in-person 
instruction.

Which districts or schools can participate in 
this testing program?

In addition to the County O�ce of Education, 
Santa Clara County’s school districts and 
charter schools can participate.

What is Curative?

Curative, Inc. is a California-based company 
which has operational labs in Los Angeles, 
Washington, D.C. and Austin,Texas. Curative 
began testing for COVID-19 with an FDA 
Emergency Use Authorization, approved 
oral fluid test in March 2020 and is currently 
processing more than 70,000 samples 
per day.

What kind of test will sta� be taking?

The test is saliva-based and self-administered, 
utilizing a cheek swab that is moved around the 
inside of the mouth for 20 seconds before 
being placed in a tube.

How will testing be administered?

Testing kits will be provided to participating 
districts and schools. Testing will be 
self-administered. Designated sta� will be 
trained by Curative Labs to provide the test 
kits, observe the swabbing, and package the 
kits for return.
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routine testing Q & A How often will they be taking it?

The frequency of testing will be up to the 
individual district or charter school. 
The Santa Clara County Public Health 
Department has recommended that essential 
workers in the education sector 
are tested at least once per month. 

Who pays for the tests? 

Insurance providers are billed for the tests; 
employees will not receive a co-pay.

How quickly will sta� receive results?

Electronic results will be delivered via email 
and text within 48 hours of the lab receiving 
the test kit.

What is the accuracy rate of the tests?

Curative indicates that its tests have an 
accuracy rate of approximately 90 percent.

How will privacy be protected?

Curative is committed to protecting patient 
privacy and has implemented security and 
privacy programs overseen by dedicated 
Health Insurance Portability & Accountability 
Act (HIPAA) Security and Privacy O�cers. 
HIPPA establishes federal standards to prevent 
fraud, insurance abuse and electronic 
information processing protections. 

Curative’s Privacy Policy describes what 
information Curative gathers from patients, 
how it is used and how it is protected. 
School districts are also required to meet 
HIPPA standards. 

Will students be tested too?

At this time, there are no plans for routine 
testing of students.

To register, please visit:
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