Giving Thanks - Message from Superintendent Ken Geisick
Saratoga Union School District • Tuesday, Nov 23 at 3:13 PM

Dear SUSD Families and Staff,
I write this on behalf of me, Assistant Superintendent Moira Barker, and our administrative team. As we head into
the Thanksgiving Break, we have much to be thankful for:
COVID-19 vaccines!
Shots are finally in the arms of our youngest students! Over 180 pediatric doses were administered at the
clinic held at Argonaut this past Sunday. Many more already received their first dose through other providers.
And the recent vaccine intention survey results (slides 6-9) indicate that our district will likely benefit from a
high rate of vaccination in our learning community moving forward!
We are thankful for the staff volunteers who spent their Sunday assisting at the clinic. The smiles of relief from
children and parents were so heartwarming. Never have we seen so many brave kids eager to get a vaccine!
Our SUSD staff!
Words cannot adequately express how thankful we are for our teachers and staff. Since March 2019,
they have shown remarkable resilience, teamwork, ingenuity, and dedication in the face of adversity and
uncertainty. We look forward to continued collaboration to best serve the needs of our students.
Transforming student support academically, socially, and emotionally
One of the most exciting initiatives occurring in SUSD is the implementation of the state framework MultiTiered System of Support (MTSS). MTSS is a strategic alignment of existing and new support systems
combined with timely data to quickly identify and meet student needs. The foundational maxim of MTSS is "All
Means All," ensuring academic, behavioral, and social success for each and every student.

Our hardworking parents and guardians
The past two years have been difficult to say the least. Through distance learning and return to campus with
evolving health protocols and limitations, you have demonstrated incredible resolve. We are grateful for your
trust as we educate your most precious children.
We are especially thankful for the booster groups parent leadership: PTA, Saratoga Education Foundation,
Redwood Sports Boosters, and Saratoga Music Boosters. Their hard work behind the scenes to maintain
programs in music, PE, science, arts, sports, technology, and STEM is invaluable. Please consider donating
before year-end so that the enrichment programs all of our children enjoy can continue!
State, county, and school districts working together
Throughout the pandemic, we benefited from strong coordination between Santa Clara County Public Health,
CA Department of Public Health, and several working groups of local superintendents and health officials,
school nurses, and school district COVID-19 staff designees. These groups continue to meet weekly to learn
and make ongoing protocol adjustments due to SARS-CoV-2. We are thankful for their expertise as schools
reopened safely. We will continue to follow their protocols as we move towards resuming more inperson events/activities!

We wish our SUSD community a restful Thanksgiving recess. Please pause, reflect, and enjoy time with family. We
will see you on Monday!
Ken

