
 
2017-18 SUSD Math Placement Assessment Qualifying Scores 

Saratoga Union School District (SUSD) strives to provide the best possible educational experience for our students. An appropriate math 
placement is one of the most critical determinations in this process. Academic readiness and assessment results are fundamental to our 
course placement philosophy. We desire our students to be challenged in their math class, experience a suitable instructional pace, and 
enjoy mathematics to the greatest extent possible.  
 
SUSD uses multiple measures of data to determine students’ placement in their middle school math courses: 

1. The MARS performance assessment is a paper/pencil test which comprises grade-level tasks and assesses concepts and 
procedures, problem solving, modeling, data analysis, and communicating math reasoning.  

2. The NWEA computer-adaptive assessment tests the domains of operations and algebraic thinking, real and complex number 
systems, statistics and probability, and geometry.  

3. The Part B assessments are tests which measure knowledge of course-specific content and/or gaps in understanding course 
concepts in CCSS 6/7A, CCSS 7A, or CCSS 7B/8 to determine mastery of content. 

Current 
Math 
Course: 

For Placement in this course in 
2017-18: 

Qualifying Scores 

5th Grade CCSS 6  
(Grade level pathway) 

MARS less than 24 (less than 60%) and/or NWEA less than 227 (less 
than 64th percentile*) 

5th Grade CCSS 6/7A  
(Compacted pathway) 

MARS = 24+ (60%+ - Level 3**) and NWEA = 227+ (64th percentile* or 
higher) 

5th Grade Invitation to take Part B for 
placement in CCSS 7B/8 

MARS = 30+ (75%+ - Level 4**) and NWEA = 231+ (73rd percentile* or 
higher) 

5th Grade CCSS 7B/8 (Accelerated pathway- 
skip 1 ½ years of content) 

Part B = 80%+  

 

CCSS 6 CCSS 7 
(Continue on grade level pathway) 

MARS less than 30 (less than 75%) and/or NWEA less than 236 (less 
than 73rd percentile*) 

CCSS 6 Invitation to take Part B for 
placement in CCSS 7B/8 

MARS = 30+ (75%+ - Level 3**) and NWEA = 236+ (73rd percentile* or 
higher) 

CCSS 6 CCSS 7B/8 
(Accelerated/Compacted - skip ½ 
year of content) 

Part B = 80%+  

 

CCSS 6/7A 
(Foundations) 

CCSS 7B/8 
(Continue on compacted pathway) 

MARS less than 30 (less than 75%) and/or NWEA less than 236 (less 
than 73rd percentile*) 

CCSS 6/7A 
(Foundations) 

Invitation to take Part B for 
placement in CCSS Algebra 

MARS = 30+ (75%+ - Level 3**) and NWEA = 236+ (73rd percentile* or 
higher) 

CCSS 6/7A 
(Foundations) 

CCSS Algebra (Accelerated 
pathway - skip 1 ½ years of 
content) 

Part B = 80%+ 

* Note: NWEA percentiles are from Table C.1.3: “Spring Mathematics Student Achievement Percentiles” (NWEA 2015 MAP Norms for Student and 
School Achievement Status and Growth, Aug 16, 2015) 
**Note: MARS scores are based on a 4 point scale: 1 = Minimal Success; 2 = Below Standard; 3 = At Standard; 4 = High Level 
 
For more information about Redwood Middle School math, go to http://www.saratogausd.org/math. 5.19.17 
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