
 
SUSD Progress Update Guide 

For Elementary Families 

This is your guide to the new SUSD Progress Updates. An effective family engagement system includes multiple ways of 
communicating with you about your child’s performance and progress. The elementary progress update provides one 
way for teachers to communicate with students and parents about student’s success in meeting the Common Core State 
Standards and reporting on students’ behavior and work habits. 

 

 
 

Tips for 
Reviewing the 
Progress Update 

 

 Review the progress 
update with your child. 

 

 Ask your child 
questions about the 
content of the progress 
update and get his/her 
insights into the 
learning focus and the 
scores. 

 

 If you are uncertain 
about any portion of the 
progress update, make 
a note of it and ask your 
child’s teacher. 

 

 Together, identify areas 
of accomplishment and 
growth, and celebrate 
them. 

 

 Ask your child’s teacher 
about ways to help 
support learning at 
home. 

What is Standards-Based Reporting and why is it used? 
Standards-Based Reporting gives you information about how your child is progressing toward meeting the Common 
Core State Standards during the course of the school year. Standards specify what all students should know and be able 

to do. In a standards-based system: 

• Your child’s performance is measured against the standard, rather than simply being compared to other students 

in his or her class. 
 

• As parents and guardians, you are provided clear information on how your child is progressing academically. 

 

Academic Scoring Marks 
Scores on the progress update are numbers in the form of a 3, 2 or 1. These scores indicate how 
your child is doing at that time of year to be on track of meeting end-of-year learning goals. 

 

3 
Consistently Meets or 

Exceeds Standard 
 
Understands and applies 
grade level concepts, 
strategies, and skills 
 
May occasionally exceed 

grade level standard and 
skills 

More Information 
If you have questions or need 

additional information, the best point 

of contact is your child’s classroom 
teacher or the school principal.  

 

Additional information related to 
standards and assessment can also be 

found on the California Department of 

Education website at www.cde.ca.gov.  
 

The National PTA website, 

www.PTA.org,has parent guides to 
support student success, including an 

overview of key concepts your child 

will learn in English/literacy and math 
by grade level and ideas for supporting 

learning at home. 

www.saratogausd.org 

2 
Approaching and Working 

Toward Grade Level Standard 

Beginning to independently use 
grade level skills and strategies 

Demonstrates expected level of 
understanding at this time (Tri 
1& Tri 2) 

Skills and strategies not yet 
mastered 

Inconsistent in application of 
skills; may need assistance, area 
of concern (Tri 3) 

May occasionally exceed grade 

level standard and skills 

May occasionally exceed 

grade level standard  

 

 

1 
Below Grade Level 

Standard 

Working below grade 

level 

standards/expectations 

Needs continued support 

and assistance 

Area of concern 

 

 

Other Scoring 

Marks 
In addition to 
Academic Score 
Marks, students are 
given marks (C, S, or 
N) to show how they 
are meeting 
expectations for 
other academic 
areas and Successful 
Learning Behaviors.  

C: Consistent 
Meets or exceeds grade level expectations independently 
most of the time. 

S: Sometimes 
Approaching grade level expectations; sometimes 
independent, sometimes needs reminders 

N: Needs Improvement 
Needs to improve to meet expectations; requires frequent 
reminders 

√ signifies mastery of a 

standard 

“blank” signifies not mastered 

or not assessed 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/
http://www.pta.org/
file:///C:/Users/rzarea/Desktop/www.saratogausd.org

